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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The Legislature adjourned on time for only the second time since 
2009. While we were able to finish our work and avoid a special session, 
there were some hits and misses. The session was a success from the 
standpoint that we defeated the governor’s carbon/energy tax, no capital 
gains income tax was included in the operating budget, we passed a 
Hirst fix, and the capital budget includes projects that will help the 31st 
District, including the replacement of the Carbonado sewer system. 

However, like any session, there are some concerns. Despite my best 
efforts, the operating budget continues to increase spending at an 
unsustainable rate, we did not provide property tax cuts this year, there 
was no Sound Transit car-tab relief, and my bill to ban heroin injection 
sites was not even given a public hearing. 

This legislative review will address some of the hits and misses of 
session, as well as my new position within the House Republican 
leadership. While the session is over, please remember I work for you 
year-round. If you have any questions, comments or concerns about the 
Legislature please do not hesitate to contact me. I also encourage you to 
contact me if you need any assistance with a state government issue. I 
am available to meet or speak to groups and organizations. 

Sincerely,

Rep. Drew Stokesbary

31st Legislative District

REPRESENTATIVE 
DREW STOKESBARY 

R-AUBURN
DISTRICT OFFICE:
1003 ½ MAIN ST. SUITE 6
SUMNER, WA 98390
(253) 750-0235

OLYMPIA OFFICE:
426 JOHN L. O’BRIEN BUILDING
P.O. BOX 40600
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7846

EMAIL:
DREW.STOKESBARY@LEG.WA.GOV

WEBSITE:
REPRESENTATIVEDREWSTOKESBARY.COM

LEADERSHIP: 
FLOOR LEADER

COMMITTEES:
• APPROPRIATIONS
• FINANCE
• EDUCATION

Representative 
Drew Stokesbary
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

REPRESENTATIVE DREW STOKESBARY

Elected Floor Leader
At the end of session, House Republican Leader Rep. Dan Kristiansen announced he 
would not be running for another term and was stepping down as leader. Our Floor 
Leader Rep. J.T. Wilcox, was elected as the new House Republican Leader. I was then 
elected as the new Floor Leader replacing Rep. Wilcox.

The Floor Leader is responsible for developing and implementing strategies for floor debate 
as well as creating plans to move forward legislative policies supported by the caucus.

I am honored to serve as Floor Leader for the House Republicans and I am grateful my 
colleagues have entrusted me with this leadership position.

Property tax relief, 
not until 2019
Since the 2017-19 biennial 
operating budget was enacted 
last June, our revenue 
projections are up $2.3 billion 
more than expected. We could 
have easily been able to provide 
meaningful property tax 
relief in the 2018 year without 
affecting the current budget. 
Instead, the operating budget 
only provides $390 million in 
property tax reductions for 
2019. For a $300,000 home, 
you are only getting back 
approximately $90, and it won’t 
kick in until 2019. 



Capital budget projects for the 31st District
When the Legislature reached an agreement on a Hirst solution early in session, 
that triggered the passage of a strong, bipartisan $4.17 billion biennial capital 
budget. The capital budget funds infrastructure projects around the state, 
such as school construction, low-income housing, mental health facilities, and 
natural resources protection.

One of the largest projects in the state funded by the capital budget is the 
replacement of the sewer system in Carbonado. I worked hard to ensure we were 
able to secure the more than $13.3 million in capital funding needed to complete 
the project.

It is a huge public health and safety issue. The clay sewer lines are 100 
years old and they run close to the town’s water lines and in many 
places are just a few inches below ground level, including through 
the school playground. Town officials should be commended for 
their tireless work on a plan to replace the system. It was critical 
we address this issue so I am pleased the capital budget includes 
the resources needed to replace the town’s sewer system.

Other projects in the capital budget for the 31st District include:

•  $500,000 to Nexus Youth and Families (formerly Auburn Youth Resources) for a homeless and behavior 
health services facility;

•  $2.8 million to connect the Buckley and Enumclaw Foothills Trails, including a bike and pedestrian 
bridge over the White River;

•  $763,000 for the Auburn Valley YMCA’s campus expansion project;

•  $620,000 for upgrades to Rainier School in Buckley;

•  $500,000 for phase one of a new Edgewood Community Park;

•  $43,000 for Roosevelt Park in Wilkeson;

•  $7.75 million for new flood control and salmon restoration projects along the 
Puyallup, White and Carbon rivers; and

•  $103,000 for a new Daffodil Heritage Float barn near Sumner.

The capital budget also provides matching funds to school districts which recently 
passed bond measures. These are the school construction projects in the 31st District 
that are slated to receive additional state funds over the next 18 months:

•  $9.3 million to replace and modernize Elk Ridge Elementary School in Buckley;

•  $5.4 million for a new elementary school in Tahaleh;

•  $2.6 million to upgrade the Carbonado school building;

•  $17.3 million to replace Olympic Middle School in Auburn;

•  $7.5 million to replace and modernize Emerald Hills Elementary 
School in Bonney Lake;

•  $5.6 million to replace and modernize Wilkeson 
Elementary School; and

•  $8.1 million to replace and modernize Glacier 
Middle School in Buckley.
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OPERATING BUDGET IS 
UNSUSTAINABLE
I voted against the supplemental operating 
budget on the last day of the legislative 
session. It has the potential to put 
Washington state in a precarious position 
financially. We could be facing some tough 
budget decisions in the near future.

The budget continues our historic 
investments in K-12, puts much-needed 
dollars in our mental health system, and 
addresses needs in other areas. However, 
the overall spending plan is unsustainable.

It increases spending by $1.2 billion in 
2017-19, and another $600 million in 2019-
21. That is nearly a 16 percent increase 
since the 2015-17 budget was enacted. I 
am not sure how many families are able 
to increase their spending by 16 percent 
over a biennium, but I am guessing it 
is very few. While the economy may be 
performing well now, we cannot approve 
budgets based off the assumption the good 
times will continue. It leaves our four-year 
ending balance at only $103 million.

The majority party also used a budget 
gimmick to redirect $700 million that 
was supposed to go into the state’s Budget 
Stabilization Account (BSA), or “rainy day 
fund,” toward new spending. The rainy 
day fund is to be used in emergencies and 
economic downturns. 

Instead of withdrawing money from the 
rainy day fund, which would have required 
a supermajority vote of 60 percent of the 
Legislature, they simply changed which 
account certain revenue was deposited 
into, thereby bypassing the rainy day fund 
altogether. Many of us questioned the 
constitutionality of the move, and while 
the majority party’s maneuver may not 
specifically violate the law, it certainly 
does not pass the smell test.

Finally, Republicans were left out of the 
budget negotiations this year and we had 
less than 24 hours to review and vote 
on it. For those reasons, I opposed the 
operating budget this year. 

Hirst – well-water 
solution reached
After extensive negotiations 
dating back more than a 
year, the Legislature passed 
legislation, Senate Bill 6091, 
which finally resolved the 
Hirst decision.

If you are unfamiliar with 
the Hirst court case, up 
until 2016, rural landowners 
could drill a well on their 
property and withdraw up 

to 5,000 gallons of water per day for “domestic” (as opposed to commercial 
or agricultural) uses. These wells are known as “exempt wells,” because the 
Department of Ecology considered their impact on the surrounding water basin 
so minimal that the wells were exempt from more comprehensive regulations. In 
2016, the Washington Supreme Court issued the Hirst decision, which held that 
landowners could no longer rely on Ecology’s approach, and instead must prove 
a well would have minimal effects on the entire water basin before it could be 
drilled.

This had the effect of shutting down rural development in many counties in 
the state. It was not just rural property owners building a new house who were 
impacted. All rural residents were threatened by the possibility that courts, after 
ruling new wells could not be drilled, might also rule that existing wells were 
illegal too. And because of our complex property tax structure, as rural land 
values plummeted, the property tax burden would have shifted heavily from 
rural to urban residents. Hirst was about much more than water – it was about 
property rights, livelihoods and our economy. It was critical we reached an 
agreement to avoid plunging property values and economic uncertainty.

Senate Bill 6091 essentially overturns most of the Hirst decision, but it means 
different things to different parts of the state, because it establishes different 
rules for each watershed around the state. Here’s how the bill affects the Green-
Duwamish and Puyallup-White watersheds in our legislative district:

•  All existing wells are grandfathered in, as well as a legally-adequate water 
supply to obtain a building permit throughout the state.

•  New wells drilled in these watersheds are limited to an average annual 
withdrawal of 950 gallons per day.

•  No metering is required for either existing wells or new wells.

•  The court-imposed mandate on counties to find legal, available water is 
eliminated. This would have been a huge burden, especially for small counties 
with limited resources and funds.

•  A $300 million fund for water projects is created, with a goal of restoring 
salmon runs by addressing stream-flow issues.

Unfortunately, the bill does impose additional fees on new wells. However, it 
is a solution that provides the ability for our rural landowners to develop their 
properties and access water, and ensures important water rights across the state.


